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Improv-ing selt-ecsteem

Acting classes help
children with
facial differences

By Heamees oy - Fod
Ly wEETI .

Niechused ‘Willliams-5qark has been @
ok moesician, a Secommd Ty oormadi
o amd Thee vesce for about 50 carbogn
charmers

Bt what be really wants s b be (e
fall-timee Emcillitnior of Making Faces, a
weries of [mpioy eiting dasses for ofil-
iren with focial differvnces

For eight weeles, groups of abogt 10
children meel once & woek 1o play
games, bearn bo speak upand ook oth
e in the eyve. The goal s to hoost seii-
eRleei fo et chaldren will grow up
10 e mctive memibers of the communi-
v, not shul-ins

W v neee nely hoen Bocising on B
i | devear-rids — wihien kKids are malk.
ng their way inflo the world” sy
Willsms-Sark. Howsver, e 3dds the
poigirium  hias worked with all agx
groups, from preschoolers to young
aaduiles

I8 i siminsterod by AlwmitFace, an
information snd sopport netaorck for
poople with Iecial delferences, ani
ety Taaniles

Wihlinme-Stark himself rememben
Ieingr bl mnd harving “the weorst bd-
lateral chel’t Hp and palale case in BC.”
Al @ Bevearnld, before leaving the
house, he'd stend before the imaroe
and paych hensell up (o the leasing
| whares

=l knew o @ very early age people
prmakd b maviroes. | was very workd
WAy .'||'.|.‘|I||'\r|.1_"|"ql|.|.}"..

Today, hin wyodunieer work  with
Making Faces makes up for the paan
in his past “Man, I'd pever rsde §t
[the facia]l dilference) mow. I feels w0
:-\.Hﬂj'll.l work ai Af dy weheere B pesails
are immediate and 0 el The
b of pumdc and acting is nothing
Bk this =

Wilwms-Stark came ap with the
idea for Making Faces afier his pari-
ner Abbey Thomas sugpested B join
AbmaFace gl years ago. Witk o
cial worker Meather Beverage amd
AlmpsFaee Eecuinve difecior Amna
PFileggn. he's beeen helping childnen for
thres years.

Tve pever had & kil ned resporad,”
ke says maner-ol-fnctly. One maother
whoss dasghter panicipsted in the
workshops wmie on e program
eralesion: “God bisss vou ol She
Ealks ol heame oo’

Beveimge sk the Kl foel & sense
aof sccompliinhament aboul acting. ~“R

FACENG THE UMURE: Avclor moed innasaeizn Maclcwd Williams-Sinrk s
prittinigs his Blents foowerk o Bl Making Fasaos projesct.

moremses participation in other activi-
ties. W'e see rem oo in very shy
whir dor 't volanbesr and &fe vy -
comforiable working in pairs. Adver
eight weeks, they will volunteer (o be
o pant of sctribies and work inoa

Eroup

Afier completing the workshops,
sorne chilldoon Begin to Ewer i
tiorms in class for the ferst Gme or be
oo mode socisl sl scboalmotes
Mavtse B8 boecaese 1Py ve Boen bold
they*ve conquersd the Mumber [ fear
of poopd everywhers, bl Sk
g Mirvhe it's Becavse of the home
work maaprenenie: Maks epe cortac
Al mmake B noises

=If vou cant change whal makes
ol ghafrmcting By Hollveeosd sas
clands, heorw do you Bt 0™ alos Pilep
“ery offten, the kids ward 1o be invisd
Bab.™

S Wil - Rtk weorks with ilem
on body langaage. By carryiag them-
wehved with pride, thay ook e like

Eargeti. “The very act of g Ao the
world with  fscial difference is an sct
of cournge,” he says,

Drganmers hope o faiss 100,68
oy frave] o Ahowt Face chagiers noross
MNorh Amersca, Allew thar, ibaa'd ke
B crente & vidoo and workbook for
kdils who can’t make § o ihe work
shoges

The problem, howswer, s fusdimg
AboyiFace s por-profit and redies on
prandation gradils, iednadual dons
tions, corpomite gporssrdip and s
gl rvonils fusplraising

Wiih one pan-tisne ard three full
tirme siaf! members in Torosio, aned
e Thealy 2 000 vesliistesns (1 Nofh
Amerios. AboagFace slss mame o
schood FUpPOrt progrem, and josist
parcrits with ewboms, as well
teenagers. and sdulis mho nesd role
e

Omee such e model i Poul Sienkey
P (e roil boend KIS Sianley was
B wilh microtu, w delormaty of the

ear, nedl had sErpery e G when
bt s i i W

Dharing ome Aboui¥ ace avend, Sans
Il_'_'. told & Eroea of Chabdrem wsl o fa-
sl dilférences. o nmeeine their gum
semd them the coolesi shirf. Predemd
hee sk, thol they wore i outslile b
fsre noficang Thad people were staring
and snickenng. The shir they thowgh
el S Dl el 0l oo nskibiey ooead o4
dll. While they ookl take &V Their
shiris al home, lids wilh fackal differ
enoes, B bokd (Bem, couldn'n tks ol
Ry Facea

This s ore of the wigs About Froe
IS 1o B dosati Budmers batween
those affected by focial differences
und thilr pitrs, Another B o go nbo
schoods showing kel gesdes. They
aren't impressed by these dirty, plain
mchs uetil the pendes are cracked
afen to peveal their spaskling crvaal
rsices. AboutFace hopes the kids will
bearmn to seanch within people, oo

Dracriminarion Bbassd an oolks &
“the same as raciam, Bomophobin o
sexlom. You're cheating soussell out
of Mret s, Wl -0k preits (]

Pasrerits afe alsi offered S ahid
taugh to take an active role with the
oy od Bt i cape profession |3 e
child might have 1o see, such a8 ora-
roofwcil Surgeons, denfists, nowora
dinlogists ard social workers

Pl says muary aduls swith facal
differences live in roming housed on
sociad benefits, rvobding conino with
the warkl Bur ahe sy the Making
Faces grads are meore hikoedy 1o grow
g bo hove careers and families of
thisE AT,

=1 wars o Eraln oikers 1o B [acilEa
tors,”  =ayy Willlams-Stark, —“but |
thimk they sheubd be poople who heve
Eaciald Flerered therrmsbves. ™

Afer having surgery, he sapys he can
'PEEET B RoimeRcne WilholE B [ecia
thlferesion. | jast ook Bhe | got Beat
gy, e fokes. Fasd he brisgés o pheibos ol
rmasedl Prom Crede 2 1o abwew the chil
dren B anderninmds whas they pre fo=
img Eheough

Soimey people have (Feed b0 mankos
T scaurd [doe o heroor & seinl, el e
iy hismael shmply & o guy wha
Jiloes ke Blues, beevew amd sting up
i ngghi

Righst o, he hopes o “get morne
o-aif EEs S e Kiils will] B inapired
i & guy with a clefl [ and palake can
g CHITao voeres, they onm oo any-
hirg!
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